State of the Church – Jan 10, 2010

“The Call to be Committed”      Luke 9:18-24

Church; a caring community of Christians committed to the cause of Christ.

Vs. 20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”

· As the gospel of Jesus Christ requires an individual response so too 

the commitment to Christ elicits an individual response.  

Mark 8:38 “If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father's 

glory with the holy angels."
Steps to be truly committed: Vs. 23-24: “If anyone would come after me” 

1. “Deny himself” To say no to seat of self (Matt 4:4-11) all of the human nature of things.

· Self seeking: or God seeking; Matthew 6:33;  

· Self willed: or spirit filled; Hebrews 10:9-10  

· Self serving: or servant of God; 1Corinthian 4:1

2. “Take up his cross” literally bear the personal cross of Christ or to die. 

· Death to my life being my own; Galatians 2:20

· Death to my carnal nature; Galatians 5:24

· Death to the fallen world; Galatians 6:14

3. “Follow me” follow my example – follow my life: (Jesus Christ)

· Disciple means follower. For all the talk of an authentic Christian life; 

no more compelling words than ‘follow me’

· Following is where theology becomes doing – serving. James 2:17, 22  

· Matthew 4:19, Follow means:        

            -  Matthew 9:9, Follow means:

· Matthew 10:38: Follow means:


-  Mark 10:2, Follow means:

· Luke 14:27, Follow means:



-  John 12:26, Follow means: 

Vs. 24: “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it…”  ‘Great Spiritual Oxymoron’

· Whatever I attempt to hold on to; it will be the death of me.  

· Whatever I die to (surrender) in Jesus Christ will be re-birthed to true life. 

This is what church is! This is why we do what we do! This is what we will be!

